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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of January Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 13th January 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, John Duffy, 




Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey 




Gerard Farrell,  Padraig Loughrey Luie McEntire, 




Martin 
Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole,  




P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Mae Sexton.


IN ATTENDANCE:    
Ms. Barbara Heslin, Deputy Chief Executive.        




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance.




Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, the Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th November 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P. O’Toole seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, the Minutes of Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th November 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor S. Butler, the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 25th November 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 9th December 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, the Minutes of Special Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th December 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 11th November 2015 were noted.
HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE & EMERGENCY SERVICES. 
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 58 Demesne, Battery Road, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Mae Sexton, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of  Freehold Interest of No. 58 Demesne, Battery Road, Longford to Maureen Cafferty in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 
2nd December 2015.

Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee  Meeting held on the 

7th October 2015. 

The adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 7th October 2015, as circulated, were noted. 

Minutes of the Infrastructural and Environmental Services  Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 10th July 2015.

The adopted Minutes of the Infrastructural and Environmental Services  Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 10th July 2015, as circulated, were noted.
(IBAL)Irish Business Against Litter Results – Longford Town  - Irelands            Cleansest Town.
The Cathaoirleach and Members congratulated Longford Tidy Towns Committee, support staff and volunteers on the outstanding achievement of Longford Town being declared the Cleanest Town in Ireland in the 2015 Anti-Litter League by Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL).  Special tributes were given to Andy O’Dowd, Chairperson of the Tidy Towns Committee, for his outstanding commitment to the Committee since its inception. 

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that a Mayoral Reception, hosted by the Cathaoirligh of Longford County Council and Longford Municipal District, be held on Thursday, 4th February 2016 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that a promotional brochure be prepared for the Longford Association events in London, New York and Dublin and the IBAL results to be incorporated in the brochure.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that appropriate signs be erected on the main roads entering the county highlighting the IBAL success in 2015.

Notices of Motions.

Houses with Flooding History.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor  M. Mulleady  - 

“That Longford County Council seeks a meeting with the Minister for Housing in relation to the following issues  -   Auctioneers selling houses that have a known flooding history. There are currently no legal directives forcing Auctioneers to disclose that the houses they are selling have being previously flooded. To highlight to the Minister about the a shortage of 

OAP houses in Longford and that additional funding is required for additional OAP houses.”
Mr. J. Brannigan, Director of Services, stated that the National CFRAM programme, when complete, will provide more information for auctioneers.
The members raised concern regarding the delay in progressing the construction of OPD’s in the county.  J. Brannigan informed the meeting that individual projects identified under the multi annual housing programme have to be approved by Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government. The criteria pertaining to the use of Part V funding was also discussed.

It was agreed that a presentation on the new Tenant Purchase Scheme be given at the February meeting of the Council.
Emergency Flood Relief Funding.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell - 

“That this Council seeks emergency flood relief funding to enhance flood 
defences throughout the county and to repair the damage to the infrastructure of our road network.”  

Councillor Casey and the members complimented all the Civil Defence and Local Authority staff involved in the recent flooding crisis.
J. Brannigan stated that the estimate for clean-up costs associated with the flooding will be in the region of €300,000 to €400,000.  Many of the bridges, culverts and roads are still flooded. The estimate for bridges, culverts and road repairs is currently €2million.  Figures are estimate only as the Council has to carry out a full assessment of damage when all water recedes.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN

RESOURCES & CORPORATE, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee held on the 29th September 2015.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic  Policy Committee Meeting held on the 29th September 2015, as circulated, were noted.

2014 Statutory Audit Report.

Mr. Patrick Groarke, Chairperson, Audit Committee,  presented the  2014 Statutory Audit Report to the meeting – circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.

Mr. Groarke spoke specifically regarding the internal audit function in the Local Authority. He stated that findings made by Ms. Anne Halion, Local Government Auditor, raised questions over the handling of the Internal Audit function.   
Mr. Groarke stated that because the Council had not produced any internal audit reports in either 2014 or 2015, the Audit Committee could not carry out its statutory functions as set out in the Local Government Reform Act 2014.  Mr. Groarke referred to correspondence which he forwarded to the Chief Executive and the Cathaoirleach regarding this issue.

The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Groarke and the Audit Committee for their report on the 2014 Audit Report.  He informed the members that the Chief Executive met with the Audit Committee in December and agreed a programme of actions to address the internal audit function, which will meet the requirements of the Local Government Auditor and the Audit Committee.
Disposal of land at Templemichael, Longford to Tool & Plastics, Ballinalee Road, Templemichael, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Martin Mulleady seconded by Councillor Padraig Loughrey , it was unanimously agreed to dispose of land at Templemichael, Longford to Tool 
& Plastics, Ballinalee Road, Templemichael, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 21st December 2015.

Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2016.

Members Insurance Cover.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a letter be forwarded to Irish Public Bodies, and copied to the A.I.LG., requesting that the member’s insurance policy include cover for illness. 

Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official Languages Act, 2003).
Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Service, gave a progress report to the members on the implementation of the Irish Language Scheme under the Official Languages Act 2003.

Chief Executive Orders – Data Protection.

Data Protection Commissioner’s Office to be contacted regarding the availability of Chief Executive Orders to the members.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that  two public liability claims were received during December  2015.

Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.
It was noted that the Annual Ethics Declaration forms will be forwarded to the members in the coming week and completed forms should be returned before the 28th February 2016.
GENERAL.
Item submitted by Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.
“Consideration of investigation report issued by the Standards in Public Office Commission about an alleged contravention of the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service (Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001) by Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive, Longford County Council.”

Councillor Seamus Butler proposed and Councillor Mick Cahill seconded that the investigation report issued by the Standards in Public Office Commission about an alleged contravention of the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service (Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001) by Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive, Longford County Council be noted by the Council, no sanction be taken and the decision of the Council be notified to SIPO and the local authority’s Ethics Registrar.

Councillor Michael Carrigy proposed and Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded that the Report issued by the Standards in Public Office Commission about an alleged contravention of the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service (Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001) by Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive, Longford County Council be referred to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government for examination.

Councillor Mae Sexton proposed and Councillor Mark Casey seconded that the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government be requested to provide senior legal advice to the local authority regarding the SIPO report issued by the Standards in Public Office Commission about an alleged contravention of the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service (Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001) by Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive, Longford County Council.

It was agreed that a vote be taken on the three proposals, commencing with Councillor Sexton’s proposal.

	For Councillor Sexton’s Proposal-

“That the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government be requested to provide senior legal advice to the local authority regarding the SIPO report.”


	For           –        Councillors -Mark Casey   

                           and Mae Sexton.

                           Total  -   2
Against     -         Councillors – Seamus Butler,

                            Mick Cahill, John Duffy, 

                            Padraig Loughrey

                            Luie McEntire, Colm Murray

                            Martin Mulleady, Pat O’Toole

                            P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross,

                            Gerry Warnock.

                            Total   -   11
Abstained  -         Councillors  - John Browne, 

                             Michael Carrigy,

                             Gerard Farrell, Peggy Nolan.

Councillor Pauric Brady was not in attendance



	For Councillor Carrigy’s Proposal –

“That the Report be referred to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government for examination.”


	For           –  Councillors  - John Browne,

                     Michael Carrigy, Peggy Nolan

                     Paul Ross.    

                     Total   -   4

Against     -   Councillors  -  Seamus Butler,

                      Mick Cahill, John Duffy, 

                      Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire,

                      Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray,

                      Pat O’Toole, P. J. Reilly,

                      Mae Sexton, Gerry Warnock.

                      Total   -   11   

Abstained  -  Councillors Mark Casey, 

                      Gerard Farrell.   

Councillor Pauric Brady was not in attendance.

	For Councillor Butler’s Proposal –

“That the report be noted by the Council, no sanction be taken and the decision of the Council be notified to SIPO and the local authority’s Ethics Registrar.


	For            -   Councillors – Seamus Butler, 

                      Mick Cahill, John Duffy, 

                      Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire,

                      Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 

                      Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,

                      Gerry Warnock.

                      Total   -   10

Against      -   Councillors – John Browne, 

                       Michael Carrigy, Peggy Nolan, 

                       Paul Ross, Mae Sexton.

                       Total   -   5

Abstained  -   Councillors – Mark Casey,

                       Gerard Farrell.

Councillor Pauric Brady was not in attendance




The Cathaoirleach declared Councillor Butler’s proposal carried  -

That the investigation report issued by the Standards in Public Office Commission about an alleged contravention of the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service (Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001) by Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive, Longford County Council be noted by the Council, no sanction be taken and the decision of the Council be notified to SIPO and the local authority’s Ethics Registrar.

TRAINING -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
A.O.B.    Meeting with H.S.E.

A meeting with H.S.E. representatives regarding health issues to be organised.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
10th February 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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